An approach to the question of relevance of medical physiology courses.
One of the problems of designing basic science courses is to define objectives relevant to the future needs of the graduates. A simple approach is described whereby a series of clinical problems were identified by physiologists and practising physicians. Priority areas were then identified to provide a basis for defining objectives for the medical physiology courses and for the selection of materials and methods. It is argued that the question of relevance, emotional involvement and effective facilitation of learning will be served by the approach described. Finally, the usefulness of this exercise to the selection and orientation of appropriate evaluation tools is discussed.